Relationship among social and intrapersonal risk, alcohol expectancies, and alcohol usage among early adolescents.
Numerous studies have shown that adolescents' expectancies about the effects of alcohol influence usage. Expectancies are described as mediators between social influences (such as peer and parental influences) and alcohol use. The present study examined the relationship between social risk factors (peer influence and parental approval), intrapersonal risk factors (tolerance of deviance and sensation seeking), alcohol expectancies, and alcohol usage in a cohort of seventh graders. It was hypothesized that social risk factors affected alcohol usage indirectly through expectancies, while intrapersonal risk factors influenced usage both directly and indirectly. Structural modeling was used to examine the hypothesized relationships between these four constructs. Results indicated that the hypothesis that expectancies mediate social influences was not supported, and that social influences exerted a direct influence on usage independent of expectancies. Results suggested that the view that expectancies mediate social risk factors may need modification. Suggestions for future research in this area include the need to examine the relationships among these constructs longitudinally and with adolescents over a broader age range.